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NOAA Fisheries Announces a Temporary Rule Authorizing Limited
Tow Times in Lieu of Turtle Excluder Devices by Shrimp Trawlers

in Specific Louisiana Waters Due to Hurricane Ida Debris

Key Messages:

NOAA Fisheries is publishing a temporary rule to allow shrimp fishers to use limited tow
times as an alternative to Turtle Excluder Devices (TEDs) in specific Louisiana state
waters from 91° 23° West longitude eastward to the Louisiana/Mississippi border, and
seaward out three nautical miles.

This temporary rule is effective from November 5 through December 6, 2021.

In the aforementioned affected waters, fishers may tow without TEDs installed no more
than 75 minutes, as measured from the time that the trawl doors enter the water until they
are removed from the water. This tow time limit is designed to minimize the level of
mortality of sea turtles that are captured by trawl nets not equipped with TEDs.

A NOAA Fisheries field investigation determined debris from Hurricane Ida is impeding
fisher’s ability to use TEDs effectively in the aforementioned waters.

NOAA Fisheries encourages fishers in the affected area to continue to use TEDs if they
can do so effectively, even though they are authorized under this action to use restricted
tow times. NOAA Fisheries studies have shown that the problem of clogging by seagrass,
algae, or by other debris is not unique to TED-equipped nets. When fishers trawl in
problem areas, they may experience clogging with or without TEDs. Fishers that continue
to use legal TEDs in the affected area do not have to limit their tow times. However,
fishers choosing to use tow-time limitations may not simply sew the TED flaps shut; they
must remove the TEDs from the trawls.

If conditions persist, NOAA Fisheries may issue additional 30-day temporary rules to
allow shrimp fishers to use limited tow times as an alternative to TEDs.
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Where can | find more information on TEDs, the TED rules, and how to comply with
them?

e Recent TED rules, frequently asked questions, and fishery bulletins may be found online
at the NOAA Fisheries Southeast Regional Office website at
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/southeast/bycatch/turtle-excluder-device-regulations.

e Email at the following: ted.info@noaa.gov.

Sign Up For Text Message Alerts - Find Out About Immediate Openings And Closures
NOAA’s Text Message Alert Program allows you to receive important fishery related alerts via
text message. Standard message and data rates may apply. You may opt-out at any time.

Text alerts you may receive include:

o Immediate fishery openings and closures
« Any significant changes to fishing regulations that happen quickly

Sign up for one or more of the following groups:

o Gulf of Mexico Recreational Fisheries Related Alerts
o Text GULFRECFISH to 888777

e Gulf of Mexico Commercial Fisheries Related Alerts
o Text GULFCOMMFISH to 888777

e South Atlantic Recreational Fisheries Related Alerts
o Text SATLRECFISH to 888777

e South Atlantic Commercial Fisheries Related Alerts
o Text SATLCOMMFISH to 888777

e Caribbean Fisheries Related Alerts
o Text CARIBFISH to 888777

@ Join us every other Friday on NOAA Fish Instagram for Rec Fish Friday!
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Media: Kim Amendola, 727-551-5707
Allison Garrett, 727-551-5750
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